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• Reduce the ability of farmers/horticulturalists to decrease debt burden;
• Discourage diversification.
• Rural and horticultural workers are not always provided on-site accommodation as part of their employment.

It is functional and necessary for these workers to be able to source small rural properties which allow them
to work more closely to their places of employment, rather than commuting from less suitable urban
environments. Not only is this functional and necessary, but it is also more environmentally and economically
sustainable than longer distance travel, and would comply with policy TRAN-P2 d.

The Rural Production and Horticultural zones are areas that have scope to have more options available, whilst not 
negatively impacting on overall productive capacity. There are options for subdivision that should and can be available 
whilst still being consistent with central government requirements to protect highly versatile soils for productive use. 

There needs to be more options than currently being proposed, designed to enable more case by case assessment of 
the suitability of the land for subdivision to the minimum lot size specified, e.g. there is very little negative impact on 
overall productivity of a property if 1 or 2 small lots (3,000-lha lots) are subdivided off, especially if around existing 
homes and on land not considered highly productive or on highly versatile soils. 

I also doubt the logic for applying an Sha minimum size for discretionary activity lots on the Rural Production Zone. 
This area seems too small to be a standalone productive unit, yet far too large to be managed for lifestyle/boutique 
farming, particularly on LUC class soils which have reduced productivity. It would be more appropriate to keep the size 
at 4ha, and is in keeping with the proposed discretionary size for the new Horticultural Zone, which has similar 
productive characteristics. 

I have submitted elsewhere that there is land in the Rural Production Zone that is likely more appropriately zoned 
Rural Lifestyle Zone. The latter should be applied in more areas, especially where there are enclaves of rural land 
already in blocks of less than Sha. 

I seek the following decision from the Council: 

{Give precise details. if seeking amendments, how would you like to see the provision amended?) 

Amend SUB-S1, minimum lot sizes applying to the Rural Production Zone to: 
Controlled Activity: 20ha; 

Restricted Discretionary Activity: 12ha; OR in each five year period, up to 2 lots of between 3,000m
2 

and lha over the 

period of the life of the District Plan; 

Discretionary Activity: 4ha. 

And add the following minimum lot size for the Horticultural Zone: 
Restricted Discretionary Activity: In each five year period, up to 2 lots of between 3,000m

2 

and lha over the period of 

the life of the District Plan; 

If the Council has concerns about introducing the multiple small lot option as a restricted discretionary activity then it 
could be introduced as a discretionary activity option. The key should be in the matters to be considered when 
assessing the land's suitability - location, physical attributes. 
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