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Introduction

What we will briefly cover

 About Top Energy. 

 The important role of the SD Chapter and need for policies 
to give effect to the objectives.

 Strategic Direction – Regionally Significant Infrastructure.

 Other Minor Matters.



Top Energy

About Top Energy 

 Established in 1992.

 Services an area of 6,822km² with over 34,000 customers.

 Owned by the Top Energy Consumer Trust. Profits and the 
benefits of the ownership are returned to consumers. 

 Top Energy’s network is fundamental to the wellbeing of 
communities and businesses within the Far North District.

 Top Energy operates in a comprehensive and complex 
legislative environment.  

 It is critical that the Council strikes the right balance that 
enables critical infrastructure.



Top Energy’s 
Network in the 

Far North 
District



Strategic 
Direction 
Chapter

The Important role of the Strategic 
Direction Chapter 

 This is the “engine room” of the PDP – it is important to 
get this right.

 Lack of policies to give effect to the SD objectives.

 These can be located in other chapters, but no clear link 
has been established currently.

 I consider these are best located in the SD Chapter.



Regionally 
Significant 

Infrastructure 
(RSI)

Provisions needed in the Strategic 
Direction Chapter 

 Top Energy’s network is considered RSI in the Regional 
Policy Statement.

 Top Energy seek the following new provisions:

Regionally Significant Infrastructure is identified and 

protected. 

The benefits of Regionally Significant Infrastructure are 

recognised and provided for. 

Avoid, remedy mitigate or offset adverse effects arising from 

the development, operation, maintenance, and upgrading of 

Regionally Significant Infrastructure.



Regionally 
Significant 

Infrastructure 
(RSI)

What does the RPS say about RSI?
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Provisions needed in the Strategic 
Direction Chapter 
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Regionally 
Significant 

Infrastructure 
(RSI)

Provisions needed in the Strategic 
Direction Chapter 
 It is clear in my opinion that RSI provisions need to be 

included in the SD Chapter. They are included in 
Whangārei.

More efficient and effective in this chapter  it needs 
elevation in the plan hierarchy commensurate to its 
significance across all of the PDP.

 The consequence if not included, is that RSI will not be 
adequately provided for if there is a conflict between 
different areas of strategic direction. 

 I consider that including the requested objectives for RSI 
is the most appropriate way to achieve the purpose of the 
RMA in terms of s32(1)(a).



Other Minor 
Matters

Supported recommendations and 
Part 1 – General & Miscellaneous

 There are four amendments in the s42A that are 
supported.

 In terms of Part 1 General and miscellaneous, some of the 
changes are helpful, but further changes may be needed. 
Acknowledged that this may be better addressed in future 
chapter and topic specific hearings.



He Pātai | Any Questions?
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